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Sept. 17: Late Saturday, sporadic fighting broke out at the presidential palace and elsewhere in
the capital city, continuing for about 10 hours, resulting in the ouster of Gen. Henri Namphy.
Noncommissioned officers in the presidential guard initiated the fighting, and were said to have
been upset that Namphy had failed to take a personal role in halting or condemning recent attacks
against churches, hospitals, private radio stations and ordinary citizens, most of which were
attributed to the Tonton Macoutes. The Tonton Macoutes are a paramilitary force of thugs created
by President Francois Duvalier in the 1950s. One of the most spectacular and bloody incidents
occurred on Sept. 11, when a large mob attacked the San Juan Bosco church in Port-au-Prince
resulting in at least 12 deaths and 70 wounded. On Sept. 12, a group believed to be Tonton Macoutes
went on national television briefly to take responsibility for the attack on the church the day before.
Namphy and the military made no moves to arrest them. Unnamed diplomats who have been in
contact with the new leaders told the New York Times that the decision to move against Namphy
late Saturday afternoon apparently came after the mayor of Port-au-Prince, Frank Romain, was
seen entering the presidential palace for a meeting with Namphy. Romain is considered to be a
leader of the Tonton Macoutes. Fearing that Namphy might be acting to preempt their planned
coup, the noncommissioned officers arrested the president and Romain amid bursts of automatic
weapons fire in the streets surrounding the palace. Soldiers in the Dessalines Barracks, located
directly across from the presidential palace, did not intervene on the president's behalf. Namphy
was held on the palace grounds for several hours while arrangements were made for his departure
from the country. Namphy and Romain and respective families received asylum by the government
of the Dominican Republic. [Namphy reportedly arrived in Santo Domingo at about 8 a.m. on
Sept. 18 on a Haitian Air Force jet.] Sept. 18: At 2 a.m. in a brief prepared announcement read in
the name of the presidential guard, a soldier who identified himself as Sgt. Joseph Hebreux said
the coup was an attempt to restore honor to Haiti's armed forces, and to end a period of random
violence and confusion in the army chain of command under Namphy. After the announcement,
Prosper Avril newly commissioned as lieutenant general said that he had accepted nomination
as head of state by the coup leaders "in order to save the country from anarchy and chaos." Avril
had assisted Namphy retake power in June when the military ousted President Leslie Manigat,
who had been declared the winner of a national election in January. Avril also held high positions
during the dictatorship of the Duvaliers, who were forced to leave the country two and a half years
ago. Avril also declared that he would respect Haiti's international obligations and promised both
in his address and in a conversation later in the day with US Ambassador Brunson McKinley, to
work to make Haiti a place "where human rights are guaranteed and where dialogue is the order
of the day." According to a broadcast on Sunday evening on the independent Radio Metropole,
four people, including a woman, were reported killed Saturday night. Diplomats and observers said
that the roles to be assumed by high-ranking army officers Col. Jean-Claude Paul and Brig. Gen.
Williams Regala remained unclear. Both officers are said to have large followings. Paul, commander
of the Dessalines Barracks, is under indictment in the US on charges of involvement in narcotics
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trafficking. Regala was second in command of the armed forces under Namphy. Avril is widely
credited with having reestablished Namphy in power in June, while Paul supported Manigat in
his efforts to reshuffle the top military leadership. The civilian president was forced out of power
when most of the army rallied behind Avril and Namphy. According to residents of the capital,
gunfire that continued throughout the previous evening was largely the settling of accounts between
soldiers, average citizens and members of the Tonton Macoutes. At several sites in the city, bodies of
victims, called Macoutes by bystanders, were seen lying in the streets. One body, still partly ablaze,
lay in a heap atop a pile of automobile tires on Avenue Jean-Jacques Dessalines, not far from the
church destroyed by a mob on the previous Sunday. According to a report by the Agence France
Presse (AFP), on Sunday morning five persons were killed by a mob and some of the corpses set
on fire. The victims were described of followers of Romain, considered to be the mastermind of the
massacre at the San Juan Bosco church. A communique by the government released in the afternoon
called on citizens to maintain discipline and order "to preserve individual rights and liberties." The
communique stated that the new government would seek reconciliation among all social groups.
Extended family members and close collaborators of Namphy and Romain also sought refuge at
the Dominican Embassy. The homes of Romain, Namphy, and respective families and associates
were looted. By late afternoon on Sunday, said foreign journalists, calm had been restored to Portau-Prince and other population centers in Haiti. Sept. 19: For the second day in Santo Domingo,
Namphy refused any contact with reporters, politicians and curious persons. The deposed president
and his immediate family were installed in a suite at the luxury hotel, Concorde, under heavy
security provided by the Dominican government. A source at the Dominican Foreign Ministry told
AP that the government was attempting to arrange for the departure of a dozen persons currently at
the Dominican Embassy in Port-au-Prince. Arrangements had been made, said the source, for these
persons to arrive in Santo Domingo on Monday night aboard a regular PanAm flight. The airline
normally departs from Miami and makes a stop at Port-au-Prince before arriving at its destination
in Santo Domingo. However, the stop at the Haitian capital was cancelled, since the Port-au-Prince
airport had been closed to commercial flights. (Basic data from several sources, including AP, AFP,
09/18/88; New York Times, AP, 09/19/88)
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